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LOUISTIANADEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
DIVISION O NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
SCHOOL FOOD SERVICE SECTION

This is the public release that will be sent to__Shreveport Times and Monroe News Star

Digcese of Shreveport Child Nutrition Program today announced its poficy for free and reduced price meals served under the National School Lunch
and/or School Breakfast Program(s). All schools and the central office have a copy of the policy, which may be reviewed by any interested party.

The following family size and annual income eriteria will be used for determining eligibility:

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART: School Year 2025-2026
Household size Yearly Monthly Weekly

1 28953 2413 557
2 39128 3261 753
3 49303 4109 949
4 59478 4957 144
5 69653 SR05 13402
6 79828 6653 1536
7 90003 7501 1731
8 100178 8349 1927
Each additional person: 16175 830 196

Application forms are being sent to all homes, along with a letter 1o houscholds. To apply for fiee or reduced price meals, houscholds should fill out one
application for the houschold and return it to the sehool. Additional copies are available at each school. Applications may be submitted at any time
during the year. The information provided by the household is confidential; it will be used for the purpose of determining eligibility. Information may
be verified at any time during the school year by school or other program officials,

All children in houseliolds with any houschold member receiving benefits under Assistance Programs (Supplemental Nudrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP) or Food Distribution Programs on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)) are eligible
for free meals. For school officials Lo determine eligibility, each household that is now receiving benefits from Assistance Programs must provide
the cage number of a household member as well as the signature of an adult houschold member.

All other households must provide the following information on the application: names of all household members; the amount of income {before
deductions for taxes, Social Security, ete.) each household member receives; how often the person receives the income; where it is from, such as wages,
retirement, or welfare; the signature of an adult household member certifying that the information provided is correct; and the last four digits of the
social security nwmber of the adult houschold member who signed the application, or a statement that the household member does not possess one.

Children categorized as foster, homeless, runaway, migrant, or enrolied in state-funded Head Start or Even Start programs, if known, are
automaticaliy eligible for free meals. Schoo! officials will determine eligibility for free meals based on documentation ebained directly from the
program office and notify the houschold of their eligibility for benefits. The houschold must notify the school if it chooses to decling benefits. The
houschold should complete an application if they are not notified of free meal eligibility by: the next school day.

If a household member becomes unemployed or if the household size increases, the household should contact the schoot. Such changes may make the
children of the household eligible for meal benefits.

Under the provisions of the free and reduced price policy, Stephanie Fedd, CNP Program Manager (Determining Official)

will review applications and determine eligibility. 1f a parent or guardian is dissatisfied with the ruling of the official, ke may wish to discuss the
decision with the determining official on an informal basis, If the parent wishes to make a formal appeal, he may make either an oral or written
response to the foliowing:

Name: Sr. Carol Shively, OSU
Address: 3500 Fairfield Ave., Shreveport, LA 71164
Phone Number: (318) 219-7266

in accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture {USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Apgencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with disabilitics who require alternative means of communication for program information {e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing
or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English. To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
{AD-3027) found enline at; http:/www.ascrusda.gov/complaint filing cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form, To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed
form or letter o USDA by:

1 mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2 fax:
(202) 690-7442; or

3 email:
program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equai opportunity provider.
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