Sunday Bible Study, March 27, 2022, Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year C
 Page 2 of 2

First Reading, Joshua 5:9a, 10-12. 

1. X Proclaims the First Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
What’s Missing? Verse 5:9b

And the LORD said to Joshua, "This day I have rolled away [gallôti] the reproach of Egypt from you." 

And so the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day. (RSV)
It’s a bad pun on the Hebrew word for “to roll.”
It refers to the procedure of male circumcision (“cutting around”) followed by “rolling off” the foreskin.

The “reproach of Egypt” was the foreskin that was on every male Israelite.

Note from The Jewish Study Bible to Joshua 5:2
Second circumcision may refer to the need to circumcise males who had been born during the wilderness period; the first circumcision would have been that performed in Egypt. As a requirement for celebrating the Passover (Exod. 12:48), circumcision, a sign of induction into the Israelite community, is a necessary prelude to the ensuing celebration.

Note from The Jewish Study Bible to Joshua 5:4
4: Because of the specification of military age, twenty years and older (Num. 1:3), the text is assuming adult circumcision, more typical of peoples practicing this rite than the infant circumcision of the Priestly source (Gen. 17:10–14), which became the norm in Judaism.

Passover

It is interesting that the required Passover Lamb is not mentioned in this story – only agricultural products.

Bergant observes that originally “Passover” and “Unleavened Bread” were two separate feasts.

Passover: originally a Spring festival of shepherds – when they moved their flocks to new grazing areas.

Unleavened bread: originally a Spring festival of farmers: celebrating the beginning of harvest.

These festivals were eventually “historicized” and joined into one.

The tradition here in Joshua seems to reflect an early era before the festivals had been joined.

Historicizing Festivals

Many festivals are annual celebrations tied to recurring events in the natural world.
Passover was historicized by being tied to the night that Israel was protected from the “Angel of Death”


This angel slew the first-born of the Egyptians.

But he “passed over” the Israelites when he saw the blood of the Passover Lamb on their doors.

Unleavened Bread was historicized by being tied to the night Israel had to leave Egypt in such a hurry.


They did not even have time for their bread to rise.

These “festivals of nature” were transformed into “festivals of history.”  God’s saving activity.

Other Examples

Christians & Easter

Christians & Christmas

Americans & Thanksgiving

Judaism & Christianity are more “historical” religions than “natural” religions.

Evening of the Fourteenth of the Month

Full Moon.  

Passover

Easter
The Manna Ceased (Fuller’s comment – 412).

Lenten Theme

Easter Vigil: “The Passover of the Lord.

Originally this feast celebrated what we call today: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday Night

Last Supper, Victory of Christ on the Cross (John’s Passion!), Resurrection

In the Fourth Century this one-day feast was separated into three days

Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter
Easter Vigil

The earliest Christians made no distinction between Holy Saturday Evening & the “Sunrise Service”

They spent the entire night celebrating the resurrection of the Lord, and baptizing new converts.


Our pared-down 2-hour Easter Vigil is quite modest by comparison!

“Vigil” comes from the word meaning “to stay awake.”

Story of one of my friends, a Benedictine Sister

4. Mary Ellen Foley Proclaims the First Reading from the RSV
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Psalm [Omit to make time for 2 Gospels]
Response: 
1. X Proclaims the Psalm, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
4. X Proclaims the Psalm from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Second Reading, 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. 
1. X Proclaims the Second Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
New Creation

Apocalyptic Background

Reconciled

Ministry of Jesus: included reconciliation of sinners

“Your sins are forgiven”

Paul  (writing in the 50’s)

Image of “Ambassador”  -- cf. OT  Prophets

Thus says the LORD    “the ambassador formula”

Him to be sin who did not know sin  
A pun in Hebrew – and for Jews who read “biblical Greek” (LXX)


A pagan Greek probably would not get this.
“Sin” = “Bad deed”  AND “Offering for a bad deed”
Aramaic: ḥubaʼ  = debt / sin


When you commit sin, you owe God a “debt.”

Johannine Dramatization (John 20)

Receive Holy Spirit


Connection with “New Creation”


John portrays

Entrusts ministry of reconciliation to Disciples

Contrast Mass prayer (. . . you said to your apostles)


You end up with a very different theology of reconciliation

Early Penitential Practice

Prayer of the whole Church

Lenten Reconciliation
“Penance Services”

More important:  A time of reconciliation

Celebrate Easter with true Joy.

4. X Proclaims the Second Reading from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Gospel, Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
1. Jim Owen Proclaims the Gospel, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
What is left out?  Luke 15:4-10

Parable of the Lost Sheep

Parable of the Lost Coin

This is the Parable of the Lost Son.  (Fitzmyer – German Title, der verlorene Sohn)
Outline

Introduction (to three parables!)
1-3


Scene 1, Man & Younger Son 1
11-12

Scene 2, The Younger Son Away from Home
13-19
Scene 3, Man & Younger Son 2
20-24

Scene 4, Older Son & Servants
25-28a

Scene 5, Man & Older Son
28b-32

Tax Collectors & Sinners

Who would they be today?

A Man Had Two Sons
Adam had Cain & Abel

Abraham had Ishmael and Isaac

Jacob had Esau & Jacob

Solomon was the second son of David & Bathsheba (one of several wives!)

The Parable of the Older Brother?
We never hear how the story ends!

4. X Proclaims the Gospel from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Gospel, John 9:1-41
1. Fr. Pat Proclaims the Gospel, NRSV, Section by Section, with Comments. 
Blind from Birth

Who Sinned?

I am the Light of the World.  “I am” statements found in John, but not in other Gospels.
I am the vine . . . I am the way, the truth, and the light.    I am the living bread come down from heaven.

I am the bread of life. 

Siloam means “Sent.”  Actually, it doesn’t.  It is a “bad pun.”

The main point is that Jesus is “the One Sent.”

In the Synoptics “sent” = “sent from his day job as carpenter.  In John, “sent” means “sent down from heaven.”

I am the Man.  A normal use of “I am.”
The Man Called Jesus.  As the story progresses, his understanding of Jesus deepens.

This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.

The value of signs.  Popular piety (Jewish & Christian) loves them.  Theology (Jewish & Christian) is suspicious.
He is a Prophet.
Would be put out of the synagogue.   (A decision not made until decades after the life of Jesus)

We know

Where he comes from.  For John, Jesus is “from above.”
A Man “from God.”
The Son of Man.  Not “lowly human nature.”  A heavenly person who comes down to earth

Daniel 7, one who will judge the world in God’s name.
I came into this world for judgment.

Realized Eschatology.  For John, “judgment” is not something in the far future, at the “end of the world.”

For John, “judgment” occurs every time a person encounters Jesus.

John’s view on “judgment” is very different from that of most NT authors.

� My main resources are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984); Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year C (Liturgical Press, 2000).


� Both Dianne Bergant and Catherine Cory (Workbook for Lectors) missed this.  Women scholars often see things in the text that men miss.  But men are sensitive to certain things that are easy for women to miss.


� Adele Berlin, Marc Zvi Brettler, and Michael Fishbane, eds., The Jewish Study Bible (Oxford University Press, 2004), 472.


� Ibid.





