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First Reading, Gen 15:5-12, 17-18. 

1. Mike Himel Proclaims the First Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Observation on the “smoking fire pot.”

In an older translation, this was a “smoking brazier,” but too many lectors messed it up, so they changed it.

3-Part Structure (Bergant & Fuller)
1.  Divine Promise to Abram: multitude of offspring; a Land
2.  Directions for Covenant Ceremony
3.  Covenant Ceremony

Covenant with “the LORD”

If somebody asked Abram:  “Who is the God you call Yahweh / the LORD?”

Abram’s responses would have been: “I haven’t the foggiest idea!

The name Yahweh was not revealed until the time of Moses, 500 years after Abram.

One of the traits  of the Yahwist source is that it portrays people addressing “YHWH” before the name was revealed!

Promise

Two-fold promise:  abundant offspring & land.
Abram’s response is faith

Directions for the Covenant Ceremony.
Bergant:  “Abram’s request for a sign is more an indication of uncertainty than lack of faith” (98).
Animals are “divided” on two sides of a path that the covenant parties will pass through.
Smaller ones are killed, and placed on either side

Implications of “cutting a covenant”

Ceremony – “Cut a Covenant”
Abram is in some kind of “trance” – this is some kind of  vision

Protection of God’s majesty from too much “anthropomorphism”

One of 3 Versions of the Covenant.

The P version is stressed in Genesis 17


Stresses circumcision


The deity is usually called “God” in this version.


Abraham laughs 

Genesis 18 – the three “visitors”


Sarah laughs

What is omitted?  15:13-16

. . . a trance fell upon Abram, and a deep, terrifying darkness enveloped him.(NAB)
Then the LORD said to Abram, "Know of a surety that your descendants will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and will be slaves there, and they will be oppressed for four hundred years;  14 but I will bring judgment on the nation which they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions.  15 As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age.  16 And they shall come back here in the fourth generation; for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete." (RSV)
When the sun had set and it was dark . . . (NAB)

What is omitted is a Prophecy (after the fact – vaticinium ex eventu)


Slavery / Oppression


Deliverance from slavery/oppression

You shall go to your fathers (ancestors) in peace – buried “in a good old age.”

There is no hope at this time of life “in the world to come.”

This time:  Abram, ca. 1800 B.C.

J   1000 – 800 B.C.?


Final editor  (ca. 450?)
4. Mary Ellen Proclaims the First Reading from the RSV
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Psalm 27:1,7-9,13-14
Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation
1. Fr. Pat Proclaims the Psalm, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Psalm Numbering

Someone asked about this last time, and I answered off the top of my head.

For your reference, here is the data.  I can never remember it.  I made these notes as much for myself as for you!

Hebrew
Greek
Remarks

1-8
1-8
Psalms 1-8 have identical numbers in Hebrew & Greek


9-10
9
Greek Psalm 9 combines Hebrew Psalms 9 & 10


11-147
10-146
The number of the Greek Psalm is 1 below the Hebrew number

147
146-147
The Greek splits Hebrew Psalm 147 into two Psalms


148-150
148-150
Psalms 148-150 have identical numbers in Hebrew & Greek

In older Catholic Bibles (e.g., Douay-Rheims) Psalm numbers reflect the Greek numbering.

Modern Catholic Bibles follow the Hebrew Numbering.

Psalm Verse Numbering

Many Psalms have a “title,” added by a later scribe.
The Hebrew Bible often considers this title to be a separate verse, i.e., verse 1.
The authors of the KJV often combined this title with the next verse (Hebrew verse 2).

Many English Bibles still follow the verse numbering of the KJV.

Result: Catholic / Jewish verse numbers often differ by 1 from other Bibles.
How long must I carry sorry in my soul, grief in my heart day after day? [NABRE translation]

Psalm 13:3 (Tanakh, NAB, NABRE)

Psalm 13:2 (KJV, RSV, NRSV, NIV, NET, NJB!)

Psalm 12:2 (Douay-Rheims, Knox Translation)

Psalm Title for Today’s Psalm
Hebrew
Of David  (NRSV NIV, NAB, NABRE, NJB, Tanakh)

Greek
Pertaining to David. [Before He Was Anointed] (NETS)

  cf. Douay 
The psalm of David before he was anointed.  Douay is a translation of Jerome’s Latin. 

Syriac
A thanksgiving of Hezekiah after the death of the Assyrians. (Antioch Bible)

A Prayer of Confidence (Bergant)
3 Metaphors:  Light, Salvation, Refuge
Who is addressed.
Psalm begins:  Psalmist Speaks to other People
Transition:  The Psalmist Speaks to the LORD

Final Verse: Someone else is speaking to the Psalmist  (Temple / Shrine Prophet?)
Land of the Living. (Fuller)
For Abram:  eretz Israel.


For Christians: kingdom of God.  (commonwealth of heaven – 2nd reading)
4. Betty Jane Proclaims the Psalm from a the Canadian Catholic Lectionary
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Second Reading, Philippians 3:17-4:1 
1. X Proclaims the Second Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Their God is their stomach || their glory is in their shame

Catherine Cory suggests “enemies of the cross are behaving badly.”

I suspect Paul is being a little more earthy.  His opponents are promoting a very Jewish from of Christianity.

They are promoting Jewish dietary laws and circumcision.

Paul is poking fun at them.  


They are making an idol of of their stomachs -- their stress on dietary laws.


They are saying: “What a pretty penis I have!” -- they are bragging about their private parts.

Humor is one way of silencing opponents.

Our Citizenship is in Heaven.

Does this mean we are going to “go to heaven?”  Not necessarily!

Change our lowly body  to conform to his glorified body.
The “apocalyptic hope” is not simply resuscitation – it is transformation!
Liturgical Context

Paul:  Change in ourselves

Gospel:  Transfiguration of Jesus.

4. X Proclaims the Second Reading from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Gospel, Luke 9:28b-36 
1. Jim Owen Proclaims the Gospel, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
#161, The Transfiguration (Part) of story
	Matt 17:1-9

And after six days 

Jesus took with him 

Peter and James and John 

his brother, and 

led them up a high mountain 

apart.

2 And he was transfigured 

before them, 

and his face shone like the sun, 

and his garments became 

white as light.

 3And behold, 

there appeared to them 

Moses and Elijah, 

talking with him.

 4 And Peter said to Jesus, 

"Lord, it is well that we are here; 

if you wish,

I will make three booths here, 

one for you and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah."

 
	Mark 9:2-10

And after six days 

Jesus took with him

 Peter and James and John, 

and 

led them up a high mountain 

apart by themselves; 

and he was transfigured 

before them,

 3 and his garments became

glistening, intensely white, as no fuller on earth could bleach them.

4 And there appeared to them 

Elijah with Moses; 

and they were talking to Jesus.

 5 And Peter said to Jesus, 

"Master, it is well that we are here; 

let us make three booths, 

one for you and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah."
	Luke 9:28-36

Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him 

Peter and John and James, 

and 

went up on the mountain to pray.

 29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face
was altered, and his raiment became dazzling white.

 30 And behold, 

two men talked with him, 

Moses and Elijah,

 31 who appeared in glory 

and spoke of his departure [exodus], which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem.

 32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, and when they wakened they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him.  33 And as the men were parting from him, 

Peter said to Jesus, 

"Master, it is well that we are here;

let us make three booths, 

one for you and one for Moses 

and one for Elijah" -- 

not knowing what he said.


Luke divides the scene into two parts.

The disciples are sleeping in the first part – Jesus encounter with Moses & Elijah

Barbara Reid’s Dissertation.  “The appearance of the “face” of Jesus changed.


Mark does not mention his face.


Matthew says he face “shone like the sun”  (Reference to the Moses story).

There is no “shining face” in Luke!

Jesus had an “aha” experience!

4. Mary Ellen Proclaims the Gospel from the RSV
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
APPENDIX:Transfiguration

This Sermon is based on Luke's version.The disciples were ecstatic.PRIVATE 

Jesus' preaching about God's kingdom had filled them with hope.  

Maybe it would come soon.

And the power that flowed through him


--the healings! the exorcisms!

Peter was thinking,


 "This is no ordinary Rabbi.


He must be the Messiah of God!"

As they approached the mountain

they noticed that their Master was more quiet and thoughtful than usual.

They hadn't a clue as to what was on his mind.


The people had heard him gladly.


But how would the leaders react?


John the Baptist had been executed.


What awaited him?


He shuddered at the thought of death by stoning. . . .



That was the penalty for false prophets.


And then a thought to horrible to contemplate.



What if they turned him over to the Romans?



His "kingdom" teaching would make Pilate nervous.



The Romans did not stone people.



The crucified them.

The idea of death by crucifixion made him tremble.

Now he took Peter and James and John up the mountain with him,


and he began to pray.

The dread of crucifixion bathed him. . . .


A psalm taught by Joseph and Mary came to his lips:

The LORD is my light and my salvation;  
whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 

Saying these familiar words lifted his spirit.

Jesus continued his prayer.

Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, 

be gracious to me and answer me!  

Thou hast said, "Seek ye my face."

Jesus sought his Father's face.

Could it really be God's will that he go to Jerusalem?

Could it really be His will that he die there?

Was it possible?

He continued to pray the psalm:

My heart says to thee, "Thy face, LORD, do I seek." 


 9Hide not thy face from me. 
Turn not thy servant away in anger, 
thou who hast been my help. 

Cast me not off, forsake me not, 

O God of my salvation! 

Now he knew the answer.

Death awaited him.

It was not the answer that he had wanted to hear.

And then . . .  an insight!

A revelation!

Precisely through his death his Father would win victory.

HIS FACE LIT UP.

He continued to pray the psalm:

13I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD 

in the land of the living! 

 14Wait for the LORD; 
be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
yea, wait for the LORD!

Even death would not defeat God.

He recalled the words of Moses:

God brought Abram outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them." Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be."  

Of course, he was not married.  He would have no children.


But he would not leave the world unchanged.


His followers would be his spiritual children.


They would be as countless as the stars!

HIS FACE BEGAN TO BEAM

And then a memory.

A story Joseph had told him when he was a boy.


Fiery Elijah!


With the Power of God
he had single-handedly defeated 400 prophets of Baal.

The heart of Jesus was filled with peace and courage.

His Father had answered his prayer.

HIS FACE BECAME RADIANT WITH JOY.

� My main resources are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984); Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year C (Liturgical Press, 2000).


� Translation Notes: The Tanakh translation is by the Jewish Publication Society.  NETS = New English Translation of the Septuagint (Greek OT), � HYPERLINK "https://smile.amazon.com/New-English-Translation-Septuagint/dp/0195289757/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1KRZW9QZYKVZB&keywords=NETS+Septuagint&qid=1646785803&s=books&sprefix=nets+septua%2Cstripbooks%2C410&sr=1-2" ��ISBN-13:978-0195289756�, also available for free � HYPERLINK "http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/nets/edition/" ��online�.  The � HYPERLINK "https://www.gorgiaspress.com/antiochbible" ��Antioch Bible� is a translation of the ancient Syriac, made about the same time that Jerome translated the Vulgate; currently the Antioch Bible is available in separate volumes. The plan is to publish it in one volume, after the translation is reviewed. I am honored to serve on the NT team of the review committee.


� Jerome made two translations of the psalms.  The first was from the Greek.  This is the one that is the basis of the Douay translation.  Jerome’s second translation was from the Hebrew.  Because many Christians in the ancient world had already memorized their psalms in the “Old Latin” translation from the Greek, Jerome’s Hebrew translation never “caught on” in the ancient world.  The Latin Psalms of St. Jerome first became part of the Catholic Breviary (Liturgy of the Hours) after Vatican II.  The Psalms in my Latin breviary are different from the ones I used to sing in Latin as a high school seminarian.


� Catherine Cory, et al., Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers of the Word: United States Edition, 2022 (Liturgy Training Program, 2021) 82.





