Sunday Bible Study, May 1, 2022, Third Sunday of Easter, Year C
 Page 2 of 2

First Reading. Acts 5:27-32,40b-41 

1. Jim Owen Proclaims the First Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)

From Easter to Pentecost, we do not have a first reading from the OT.  Rather we from the Acts of the Apostles

Basic Information.  Date, Author, Locale:  Same as Gospel of Luke

Date:  85 AD give or take 5-10 years

Author (Second century tradition) Luke, a physician, the fellow worker and travelling companion of Paul. Less well attested: a Syrian from Antioch.
Author (detectable from contents) An educated Greek-speaker and skilled writer who knew the Jewish Scriptures in Greek and who was not an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry. He drew on Mark and a collection of the sayings of the Lord (Q), as well as some other available traditions, oral or written. Probably not raised a Jew, but perhaps a convert to Judaism before he became a Christian. Not a Palestinian.
Location: To churches affected directly or indirectly (through others) by Paul’s mission. Serious proposals center on areas in Greece or Syria.

Fuller:  Dual testimony Apostolic Word & Spirit

Without the Spirit, the word is a dead letter, no longer speaking to our contemporary situation.

Without the apostolic word, the Spirit is uncontrolled enthusiasm, divorced from the Christ-event.

4. X Proclaims the First Reading from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Psalm 30: 2,4-6,11-13
Response: I will praise you Lord, for you have rescued me.
1. Jim Owen Proclaims the Psalm, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Bergant’s Introductory Remarks (175-176)
Liturgical Usage

The Church imagines Jesus saying the prayer in heaven.

Fuller:  The “I” who speaks becomes Christ and the deliverance becomes his resurrection (428)
To make this “work” we have to leave out about half of the verses!

4. Marie Rinaudo Proclaims the Psalm from the Knox Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Second Reading. Revelation 5:11-14
1. Jim Owen Proclaims the Second Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Basic Information (Brown, Intro to NT, p. 773)
Date: probably between 92-96, at end of reign of Emperor Domitian

Authenticity:  Written by a Jewish Christian prophet named John.  He was neither John son of Zebedee nor the writer of the Gospel of John, nor of the Epistles of John.
To:  Churches in the western part of Asia Minor (modern Turkey)

Unity:  Some scholars propose more than one author.  Most scholars think it was written by one author

Integrity:  Author may have incorporated visions & passages of other apocalyptic Christians, but the work is basically his own.
Brown:  Revelation is the most widely read book in the Bible – for the wrong reasons!
Many think if they can “decode” the symbolism of Revelation, they will know when the world will end.

Decoding the symbolism will not help them.  Why?

The author of Revelation did not know when the world was going to end, and neither does anyone else!

Brown’s Outline (just hit high points) 

A.
Prologue: 1:1–3
B.
Letters to the Seven Churches: 1:4–3:22
C.
Part I of the Revelatory Experience: 4:1–11:19
Visions of the Heavenly Court: The One Enthroned and the Lamb (4:1–5:14)
D.
Part II of the Revelatory Experience: 12:1–22:5
E.
Epilogue (with Concluding Blessing): 22:6–21.
Today’s Easter Liturgy draws on a vision of the Risen Christ enthroned as the victorious Lamb.

Lamb, arnion  (28 x in NT, 27 in Revelation)

Only other occurrence, “Feed my lambs [plural, arnia” John 21:15)

Gospel of John uses a different word, amnos  for “Lamb of God”  (John 1:29,36)

Bergant’s Observations

   On Angels (176)

   On 4 Living Creatures (177)

   Elders (177)

   Representatives of all creation (177) 

All types of animals, humans, angels – every living being praises & worships the Lamb

Fuller’s Modest Hypothesis (428)  Perhaps this passage reflects parts of early Christian liturgy
Contrast Scott Hahn. The entire structure of Revelation is modeled on Christian liturgy.

That is ox-tail soup.    (You have to go pretty far back on the beast to get it!)

4. X Proclaims the Second Reading from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Gospel. John 21:1-19
1. Pat Davis Proclaims the Gospel, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)

Several stories have been conflated

Goldilocks said, “Grandma, what big eyes you have!”  


And the big bad wolf said, “I’m going to huff and puff and blow your house down!”

I have just “conflated” Goldilocks & the 3 Bears, The 3 Little Pigs, and Little Red Riding Hood

Miraculous Catch of Fish, Jesus Appears to Peter, Peter Receives Pastoral Authority, Jesus “beside / upon” the Sea

Resurrection Appearance Narratives

6 sources:  Mark 16:1-8, Matthew 28, Luke 24, John 20, John 21, Mark 16:9-20
How many apparitions to the “Twelve” were there?  
“Twelve” – actually Eleven   (Judas is dead, and not replaced for a while)

Today’s apparition has seven disciples.
Bishop Descamps (1950s) Raymond Brown: Virginal Conception & Bodily Resurrection of Jesus
One basic appearance, narrated various ways
Sometimes located in Galilee
Sometimes Located in Jerusalem (depending on theology of Evangelist)


Only John narrates both the Jerusalem tradition (John 20) and the Galilean tradition (John 21)
Galilee Tradition

Mark 16:1-8 (Go to Galilee)
Matthew 28 (Matthew loves mountains)

John 21

Relationship of John 21 to John 20:  Epilogue
Respect of Disciple for his Master

Order is not chronological

This was originally probably the story of the FIRST apparition to the male disciples (conflated with other stories)


“again” is a later editorial seam to tie it in to chapter 20.  So also is “the third time.”

Miraculous Catch of Fish || Luke 5 
Two forms of same story.   Nobody says, “Hey, haven’t we done this before?

Who has the original context?
Probably John.  Luke cannot use the story because of his “geographical theology.”

Peter’s reaction in Luke is “strange.”

Jesus Appears to Peter

1 Corinthians 15

Luke 24 – but not narrated!

Lost forever?    Or conflated with another story?   Or with other stories?

Jesus beside / upon (epi)  the Sea  || Matthew 14
“Beside / on” the sea
Lack of recognition (stranger / ghost)

Hero recognizes

Peter gets out of boat & goes to Jesus

Peter Receives Pastoral Authority || Matthew 16 (“You are Peter . . .”)

Who has the original context?  Pre-resurrectional or Post-resurrectional?
Matthew’s Standard for Pastoral Leadership:  Peter has the “right answer”
John’s Standard for Pastoral Leadership:  Peter “loves Jesus.” 
What if our “job description” for the pope put as much emphasis on John as on Matthew?
4. X Proclaims the Gospel from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
� My main resources are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984); Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year C (Liturgical Press, 2000).


� Raymond E. Brown, �HYPERLINK "https://ref.ly/logosres/introntanchor?ref=Page.p+226&off=653&ctx=n.%0aLocale+Involved%3a+~To+churches+affected"�An Introduction to the New Testament� (New York: Doubleday, 1997), 226.


� Brown, �HYPERLINK "https://ref.ly/logosres/introntanchor?ref=Page.p+774&off=664&ctx=s+entirely+his+own.%0a~Division+According+t"�Introduction to NT�, 774.





