Sunday Bible Study, February 6, 2022, Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
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First Reading. Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 

1. Jim Owen Proclaims the First Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Isaiah of Jerusalem ministered from 740-700 B.C.

Like most of the prophets, Isaiah’s oracles were collected after his death. They are not in strict chronological order.

Most of Isaiah 1-39 is attributed to him. 
Isaiah 1-12
Oracles against Judah, mostly from 740-732 B.C.
Isaiah 12-23
Oracles against other nations, 724-705


[Isaiah 24-27 

Later addition, perhaps in the 500s.]

Isaiah 28-33
Oracles from later ministry, 705-700

Isaiah 34-35
Vision of Jerusalem, later addition?

[Isaiah 36-39

Prose narrative of Isaiah’s life, some from 2 Kings 18-19]
Today’s Passage: “The Call of Isaiah”

If the book were in chronological order, this would be at the beginning, but we are in chapter 6.
Literary Genre: Call Narrative. Typical Elements (all are not found in all stories)


The LORD “appears”
[Moses at the burning bush]


The LORD calls the person


The person objects
[Moses: I’m not a good speaker; Jeremiah: I’m too young


The Lord insists



A sign is given
in this case the vision of the hot coal to the lips


Prophecy of the person’s ministry
Written with 20-20 hindsight. 6: 9-13, not part of today’s reading

You will notice that the annunciation scene in Luke is written in the literary form of a “call narrative.”

Isa 6:2b concerns the six wings of the seraphim
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. (RSV)
The last pair of wings is easy -- just like birds, seraphim use them to fly! But what about the other 2 pairs of wings?
Covering the face. This stresses the absolute majesty of the LORD. Even heavenly seraphim cannot look directly at him!

Covering the feet. This is a euphemism for covering “private parts.”

In Hebrew you move things down a bit. 

You understand with your “heart.” You love with your “kidneys” (“reins,” KJV). You make love with your “feet.”
Some People Make Us Look Good

Yes, our son is in trouble, but at least he’s not as bad as that Smith boy.
Yes, America has problems, but at least we are not as bad as . . . X (pick another country)
Yes, our church has problems, but at least we are not as crazy as the X (pick another church or religion)
We usually compare ourselves with people who make us look good.

Isaiah’s “Problem.” He has seen the holiness of God. He has a different standard of comparison
He no longer compares Judah with the surrounding pagan nations.

The Heavenly Court

The earliest Israelites were not monotheists -- people who believed in only one God.
On their “good days” they were henotheists -- they believed in many gods, but they only worshipped one, the LORD. 

On their “bad days” they were polytheists -- they worshipped many gods. They did not regard this as being fickle.

The LORD was their “war God,” who had beat up on the Egyptians, Amorite King Sihon, and Og, the King of Bashan.


But look at the “land of milk & honey!”  The people here have been worshipping fertility gods & goddesses.


What does the war God know about crops and cattle?  So they worshipped the fertility gods & goddesses.


And when enemies attacked, they turned by to the LORD. To them this made sense.
(post-lecture addition)
In the time of Isaiah of Jerusalem (some) prophets were asserting that the LORD was the most powerful God.


The “heavenly court” was basically former lesser gods who had been demoted to the status of angels.

Most scholars consider the anonymous prophet “Second Isaiah” (Isaiah 45-55) to be the first true monotheist. 

Isaiah 45-55, ca. 550 B.C., i.e., during the Babylonian Exile
The Prophet as the Ambassador of YHWH

Isaiah is called to speak for the LORD. He will use the “ambassador formula:” 
Thus says X . . .

Those who hear this formula will think of an ambassador who has been in the King’s court.


He brings the exact words of the king, and expects a reply.
4. X Proclaims the First Reading from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Psalm 138:1-8 [omit, to give more introductory material on Luke]
Response: In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.
1. X Proclaims the Psalm, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
4. X Proclaims the Psalm from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Second Reading. 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1. X Proclaims the Second Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Background Information

Strictly speaking there are no witnesses to the resurrection in the NT.


Unlike the stories of the resuscitations of: the daughter of Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain, Lazarus . . .

There is no narrative of the resurrection in the NT.

For that, we have to look to the apocryphal 2nd-century Gospel of Peter

Have you ever seen a stained glass window or a holy card where


Jesus is coming out of the tomb in shining glory, and


The guards are turning their faces away from his dazzling appearance?


That is not a biblical story! It comes from the Gospel of Peter.

Rather than a resurrection narrative the NT gives us


1) Narratives of the finding of the empty tomb


2) Resurrection-Appearance Narratives 

Skip
This expression is cumbersome. omit from lecture for the sake of brevity.


Thus you will find even professional biblical scholars referring to “resurrection narratives.”



Scholars are aware that it is “shorthand,” but non-scholars can be misled by this oversimplification.

We are now going to look at the earliest list of resurrection appearances
Earliest Recorded Testimony of the Resurrection

Dates of the Gospels
70-95; 110, if we count John 21; 120 if we count [Mark 16:9-20]
Date of Paul’s Writing
56-57

Date of Paul’s Preaching
50-52

Date of Paul’s Receiving the Tradition
39
other scholars: perhaps as early as 37 or even 33 

Where Did Paul’s List End?

Paul gives a list of witnesses. He has obviously added himself to the list!

Scholars question: Has Paul added anyone else to the list?

Scholars are divided.


Some think the original list ended simply with “he appeared.” No named witnesses!


Others think the original list included everyone before Paul’s own name.


And other’s draw a line somewhere in between these two positions.

How Does Paul’s List Compare with the Gospels?
The first obvious difference is that Paul mentions no women as witnesses.
The second obvious difference is that Paul narrates no appearances here; he proclaims them.


What is the difference?


Narrative


Proclamation

5 and that he appeared to Cephas, (I am using the RSV translation)

This first apparition does not appear in the final chapters of any Gospel. Perhaps it has been lost forever.

Some scholars think that it has been “conflated” with another story.


The apparition to Peter and the Beloved Disciple in John 21

The miraculous catch of fish in John 21 || Luke 5

Matthew’s story of Jesus walking on the Sea. Matthew 14 || John 21 Structural Similarities


Matthew 14
John 21



4th watch of night
had been fishing all night



a ghost?
unknown stranger



Peter recognizes
BD recognizes



Peter gets out of boat
Peter gets out of boat



Peter walks toward Jesus
Peter wades toward Jesus

then to the twelve. There are two main traditions of this apparition -- each with variations
Tradition 1: Galilean apparition to the Twelve. Promised by young man / angel at tomb in Mark & Matthew.

Narrated by Matthew on a mountain in Galilee (Matthew likes mountains!)


Narrated in John 21 beside the Sea of Galilee
Tradition 2: Jerusalem apparition to the Twelve.


Narrated in Luke 24 (All Luke apparitions are in Jerusalem. More about his “geographical theology” later)


Narrated twice in John 20 -- once without Thomas, once with Thomas.
6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, 
This apparition is not narrated in any Gospel. Some scholars think it is lost forever.
Some scholars think that Luke might have developed this story into his narrative of the Pentecost gift of the Spirit.


most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
This is obviously a later addition, probably by Paul, “updating” the earlier tradition.
7 Then he appeared to James, 
This apparition is narrated in none of the Gospels. But it probably happened.
Both John and Mark report that the family of Jesus did not believe in him.

But Acts tells us that James, “the brother of the Lord” was leader of the Church in Jerusalem.

Something important had to have happened to change James from non-believer to Church leader.
then to all the apostles. 
Paul distinguishes between “the Twelve” and “the Apostles.”

How many apostles were there? Most people unfamiliar with the NT will answer “Twelve.”


This is due largely to Luke’s artistry as a narrator. He practically identifies “the Twelve” with “the Apostles.”

Paul insists frequently in his letters that he is an apostle.

Paul grants the title “apostle” to others, including Junia (Romans 16).

All historical-Jesus scholars think that Jesus had an inner circle of “Twelve.” Nobody doubts that.

Some historical-Jesus scholars think that Jesus also had apostles during his ministry.

Some historical-Jesus scholars think that “apostle” as an office is a post-resurrectional phenomenon.

Does this surprise you? That proves that Luke’s narrative artistry is really good!
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. (RSV)
I am not going to go into detail here.

We have some biographical information about Paul. Also his emphasis on God’s grace.
I wonder what the other apostles thought when they read I worked harder than any of them!
Did they think?


This is the inspired word of God! God forgive me for my laziness. OR

There goes Paul again! Blowing his own horn! What an ego!

Skip the reading the second time -- I have already read the RSV.
4. X Proclaims the Second Reading from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
Gospel, Part 1: Overview of the Gospel of Luke -- Continued from Last Week
Review & Expansion of Lucan Structure from last week. 

Review: Luke has about 10 chapters worth of Jesus-tradition that is not in Mark. 
Some of it is material Matthew also has. Scholars call this “Q.” And stuff that only Luke has. Scholars call this “L.”

So what does Luke do? He inserts a 10-chapter “journey narrative” from Galilee to Jerusalem, a mixture of Q & L.
In Mark & Matthew, it takes one chapter to make the journey. In Luke it takes about 10 chapters, roughly 9-19.
So now our “preliminary overview” of Luke looks like this:

Introduction 
4 verses

Infancy Narrative  
Luke 1-2


Gospel of Mark, Part 1, Galilean Ministry  
roughly Luke 3-8
Journey Narrative 
ca. Luke 9-19

Gospel of Mark, Part 2, Jerusalem Ministry; Passion, Death, Resurrection 
roughly Luke 20-24

Resurrection Appearance Narratives -- all in the Jerusalem area
Expansion:The Math. Perceptive readers will note that Luke has added 10 chapters to Mark’s 16 chapters. 

Luke has only 24 chapters. What happened? Luke leaves out some Marcan material.

The “Big Omission” at Luke 9:14. Luke leaves out Mark 6:45-8:26
Everything from after feeding 5,000 to after feeding 4,000, and its immediate aftermath. This includes:


Episode

Reason for Omission?

Walking on the Water
Considers as duplicate of calming the storm?


Healing the Sick at Gennesaret


Dispute about the Tradition of the Elders


The Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith
Calls Gentile woman a dog?


Healing of a Deaf & Mute man
Jesus spits? (some magicians used spit)

Feeding the 4,000.
Considers it a duplication?


The Leaven of the Pharisees [1 verse instead of 8!]
Give “the guys” a break? (more on this shortly)

Luke’s Reasons for the Big Omission?

Did Luke consider the Feeding of 4,000 in Mark 8 to be a duplication of the feeding of 5,000 in Mark 6?


Jesus and his disciples are in an out-of-the-way place in Mark 8.


There is not enough food. The Marcan disciples are totally clueless about a possible solution.

Nobody says, “Hey, Jesus, remember what you did a while ago? Could you do that again?”


Luke’s disciples are not generally as clueless as the Marcan disciples (more on this shortly).

And so did Luke just delete the second multiplication story, and everything in between?

Or did he have different reasons for each item in between? (several possibilities listed above)
Luke Gives “the Guys” a Break  (RSV, slightly modified to make it more literal)
	Matt 16:5-12

5 When the disciples 

reached the other side, 

they had forgotten to bring loaves.

 6 Jesus said to them, 

"Take heed and beware of the leaven of

the Pharisees and Sadducees."

7 And they discussed it among themselves, saying, "We brought no bread." 8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, 

"O men of little faith, why do you 

discuss among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? 

Do you not remember 

the five loaves of the five thousand, 

and how many baskets you gathered?

 10 Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered?

11 How is it that you fail to perceive 

that I did not speak about bread? 

Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."

 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
	Mark 8:14-21

14 Now they had forgotten to bring loaves
and they had only one loaf 

with them in the boat.

 15 And he cautioned them, saying, 

"Look! Take heed of the leaven of 

the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod."

16 And they discussed it with one another, saying, "We have no bread." 17 And 

being aware of it, Jesus said to them, "Why do you 

discuss the fact that you have no bread? 

Do you not yet perceive or understand? 

Are your hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember?

 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?" 

They said to him, "Twelve."

 20 "And the seven for the four thousand, 

how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?" 

And they said to him, "Seven."

 21 And he said to them, "Do you not yet understand?" (RSV/PJM)
	Luke 12:1

In the meantime, 

when so many thousands of the multitude

had gathered together 

that they trod upon one another, 

he began to say to his disciples first, "Beware of the leaven of 

the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.


Notice what Luke omits!

He omits the misunderstanding of the disciples. Marcan disciples are “totally clueless.”

He completely omits the references to two versions of the same miracle. (duplication emphasizes their stupidity)

He omits the suggestion that the hearts of the disciples are “hardened!” (As does Matthew!)


He completely omits the application of the proverb of Isaiah to the disciples! (As does Matthew!)

This is what I call “giving the guys a break.” It happens more than once in Luke! I’ll call attention to other instances.
The “Little Omission” at 9:50. Luke leaves out most of Mark 9:41-10:12


The teaching on giving scandal 
moved to chapter 17


The teaching on Divorce and Celibacy
he uses the Q version

This explains how Luke can add a 10-chapter travel narrative, but end up with only 24 chapters.

Approximately 2 chapters of Mark have been omitted.
Implications for a Theology of Biblical Inspiration and Inerrancy.

Notice how Luke treats Mark. Certainly he regards Mark with great respect. He uses him as his major source!

However, he does not say: “Mark is the inspired word of God. I dare not add to anything he wrote. I dare not delete anything he wrote. I dare not change anything he wrote.

Rather, Luke’s attitude is: Mark is “pretty good,” but I can do better!

Did Mark and Luke realize they were being “inspired by the Holy Spirit” as they wrote? Maybe. Maybe not.

Did Mark and Luke realize one day their books would be in a larger volume called a “Bible?”


And that this Bible would place their writings on the same level as the writings of Moses and the Prophets?


And that people would still be reading their works after thousands of years?

Probably not.
Gospel. Luke 5:1-11
1. Marie Rinaudo Proclaims the Gospel, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response. There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened. 
3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Luke’s Version of the Call of the First Disciples -- Contrast Mark’s Story!

Jesus calls fishermen. They immediately leave everything and follow him! We are not told why!


Was it the tone of his voice? Did he have a halo? Was he walking 3 inches off the ground?

Luke gives a plausible reason for their following Jesus: they have just witnessed a miraculous catch of fish.
Parallel with the Johannine Tradition

Fundamentalists harmonize. 
They posit two different miraculous catches: one during the ministry, the other post-resurrectional.
But notice, none of the Johannine disciples says, “Hey, haven’t we done this before?”
There is no feeling of what Yogi Berra used to call “déjà vue all over again!”
Simon Peter This double-name appears 17 times in the NT, only in Matthew, Luke, and John. 


Frequently in the context of post-resurrectional material.
Matthew 16:16
Peter’s confession -- parallel to John 21

Luke 5:8
Miraculous catch of fish -- parallel to John 21

John 6:68
Peter’s confession at end of Bread of Life discourse -- Parallel to John 21?

John 13:6,9,24,36
Story of the foot-washing -- part of Johannine Passion Narrative -- “lifting up”

John 18:10,15,25
Peter’s Denial -- part of Johannine PN

John 20:2,6
Visit to the empty tomb

John 21:2,3,7,11,15
Simon Peter receives pastoral authority: “Feed my lambs . . . feed my sheep.”

Simon Peter’s Reaction

There is no other miracle worked by Jesus that provokes the response: “Go away! I am sinful!”

However, it would make perfect sense if this were the first time Simon Peter encountered Jesus after the resurrection!

The majority of NT scholars think that John has the original (post-resurrectional) context of this miracle.

So why didn’t Luke portray this as a post-resurrectional experience, as John did?

Luke’s “Geographical Theology”

The story of Jesus begins in Galilee

It comes to a climax in Jerusalem

From there it spreads to the “ends of the earth” [= Rome, in the Acts of the Apostles]

It would be anti-climactic for Luke to report resurrection appearances back in Galilee.


That is why all the resurrection appearances in his Gospel are in the area of Jerusalem!
This is also why Luke cannot use this story after the resurrection!


There is no lake or “sea” near Jerusalem.

Once again, we see that Luke’s idea of an “orderly account” (1:3) is not necessarily “chronological.”

4. X Proclaims the Gospel from a Second Translation
5. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7. Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers. 
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener? 
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text? 
� My main resources are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984); Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year C (Liturgical Press, 2000).


� Lawrence Boadt, Reading the Old Testament: An Introduction (Paulist, 1984) 325.


� Dates from R. E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament, Anchor Bible Reference Library (Doubleday, 1997) 428, 512. 


� He slips up in Acts 14:14, the only time he refers to Paul as an “apostle” in all of Acts!


� See Fitzmyer (Luke I-IX, p. 67) for more details.


� Scholars call these agreements between Matthew and Luke vs. Mark “minor agreements.” Some of my students get this balled up, and call them “minor disagreements!” These minor agreements are the main arguments against Marcan priority for those who want to argue that Matthew was the first Gospel to be written. However, as in this case, it is generally not too hard to see why both Matthew and Luke omit these things. They both want to present the disciples as models of faith to be imitated. Note that in the final verse of Matthew, the Matthean disciples finally “get it” -- in contrast to the Marcan disciples! Finally, note that Luke gives “the guys” a much bigger break than Matthew does.


� This is the majority view of scholarship. My view is that Luke 16:18 conflates Mark and Q. There are two separate versions of the story in Matthew: 1) a short saying in the Sermon on the Mount; 2) a detailed controversy in Matthew 19, based on Mark 10.





