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Announcement:  We will not meet for the next two weeks.

There will be no Bible study on April 1, Holy Thursday.

There will be no Bible study on April 8, Thursday of the Octave of Easter


I will be attending the 50th anniversary reunion of my class from the college seminary.
Our next Zoom class will be Thursday, April 15.
Acts 10:34a, 37-43 

1. X Proclaims the First Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
During the Easter Season, the first reading is not from the OT.  Rather we read from the Acts of the Apostles
We see the “effects of the resurrection” in the life of the early Church.

Background Information: Sermons in Acts

Not verbatim reports of what was said on an actual occasion.

Summaries of Early Christian Preaching (30 A.D.) -- mixed with Lucan theology (85 A.D.)


The early Christian preaching contains some of the earliest expressions of resurrection faith.


The Lucan theology is written with over 5 decades of hindsight of how the Church has grown.

Peter Is Speaking to Cornelius. This is the last missionary speech attributed to Peter in Acts.
Luke’s account of how Christianity first came to the Gentiles.
More specifically: how Christianity first came to uncircumcised Gentiles.

Conservative believers had no problems with other nationalities joining the “Jesus movement”

-- if they had already converted to Judaism.
The “problem” here is that pagans receive the Spirit without this intermediate step.
This astonishes Peter!

This story is so important to Luke that he is going to tell it again in chapter 11.

When  people object to what Peter did, he tells them the story of the Spirit coming upon these uncircumcised Gentiles.


This silences them for the moment, but the problem does not go away.

In the “Council of Jerusalem,” in chapter 15, Peter refers briefly to this incident.
Brethren, you know that in the early days God made choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe (Acts 15:7, RSV).
Peter’s testimony convinces James to rule in favor of allowing uncircumcised Gentiles into the Church (15:19-20).

Aside: Some Remarks about the  Early Kerygma

Kerygma = Preaching / Proclamation

Fuller:  The resurrection was not narrated, it was proclaimed!  

They put him to death || This man God raised on the third day
A two-part “No-Yes” proclamation:  Humans said “No” to Jesus, but God said “Yes” to him!


Resurrection is seen as a vindication of the message of Jesus.

He was visible -- not to all!  Only to chosen witnesses

Scholars speculate: if Pilate or the Chief Priest had been present when Jesus appeared, what would they have seen?


One answer is: they would have seen nothing -- unless God had chosen them as witnesses!

This raises the question of the nature of resurrection appearances.
Some of the Gospel narratives imply a very physical view of Christ’s resurrected body.

But Paul, they only eyewitness to the risen Christ to write, describes the Lord as a “life-giving Spirit.”

Ate & Drank with him

This sheds light on the nature of some of the early experiences of the risen Lord.

These experiences were in the context of meals.

Eventually this type of experience would be expressed our our Catholic teaching of the sacramental “Real Presence.” 
God was with him!

This could be said about Moses, Elijah, and any number of good people.

Notice that the earliest insight from the resurrection was not “And he was God!”

That was still in the future when this early sermon was preached!

End of my aside on interesting details. Back to our main point.
Accepting Gentiles:  A Major Decision!
All of Jesus original disciples were Jews.  All the males, including Jesus, were circumcised.

The only contact of Jesus with Gentiles had been rare exceptional cases.


They were remembered precisely because they were exceptions!

Jesus saw his mission as directed only toward “the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

During his ministry, Jesus had given no directions to found a “world-wide movement.”

He gave no directives about what to do with uncircumcised people who accepted his message.
Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15)
In the arguments (to come) at the “Council of Jerusalem” nobody quotes the example of “what Jesus did.”

Rather, conservative Christians pointed out that Jesus never exempted any follower from the Law of Moses


He was remembered as teaching that one could not violate even the “least commandment” (Matt 5:19).


The commandment about circumcision was not one of the “least ones.”  It was of major importance.
In Acts 15, those in favor of the new policy do not cite any action whatsoever by Jesus during his ministry.

Rather, they invoke the action of the Spirit after the resurrection.
The Holy Spirit

The belief in the Trinity was still in the future as the first century ended.

Often early Christians did not distinguish between “Holy Spirit” and the “Risen Christ.”


Paul says, “The Lord became a life-giving Spirit” (1 Cor 15:45).
The Church considered itself empowered by the living Jesus to go beyond what he had done during his lifetime.
Seven Last Words of the Church:  “We’ve never done it that way before.”  [Bishop Friend]
What are the modern analogies facing the Church that correspond to the decision to admit uncircumcised Gentiles?  
The question of whether clergy can be married is trivial compared to this issue!

The role of women in church ministry comes to mind.
As far as scholars are concerned, there is no doubt that women have functioned as deacons in the past.

Ordaining women as priests and bishops, however, would be close to the radical nature 

Hot-button moral issues. 
Today the Church’s stance on homosexual relationships is currently in the news.

There are those who insist that every homosexual act is intrinsically immoral.

There are also those who insist that homosexual love must be sacramentalized.


The Church must recognize that such love is a sign of the love between Christ and the Church.

Yet a third group includes those who do not think that homosexual love should be called a sacrament,


But that the Church needs to rethink the position that such love is “intrinsically immoral.”

A little over a century ago many good people thought that owning slaves was “obviously” God’s will.

A little over a century ago, Catholic religious orders owned slaves.

Such memories of what many considered  “obviously” God’s will, can give us some humility in this discussion.

Are there Political Implications to this biblical story?

It was possible to idolize the Law of Moses, to interpret it too rigidly.

Is it possible to interpret the Constitution of the United States too rigidly?

Political considerations are minimal when Christians are a tiny fraction of 1% of the population.

Such considerations arise when a significant part of the population espouses Christian values.
They are different for Christians who life in under imperial tyranny, and Christians who live in a democratic society.

The Scriptures are not just about what the Church did “long ago” and “far away.”

They challenge us to be open to the call of the Spirit, who brings the word of the Risen Christ to the Church today.
4. Echo the Tradition Again: Questions, Comments, Observations
5. X Proclaims the First Reading from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   
Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Response:  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
1. X Proclaims the Psalm, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Pesher
A commentary which relates a biblical passage to the present time.

Peshers are found in ancient commentaries, from pre-critical times.


These ignore the original meaning of the passage “when the ink was wet.”

What follows is my attempt at a scholarly pesher.


It is an attempt to find “Gospel / Good News” in both OT & NT. 

The translation is RSV, slightly modified.
Easter Pesher 

118:1  O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; || his steadfast love endures for ever!  PRIVATE 


Why do we give thanks to the Lord?


Because his steadfast love endures forever.

[2] Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures for ever."  

[3] Let the house of Aaron say, "His steadfast love endures for ever."  

[4] Let those who fear the LORD say, "His steadfast love endures for ever."


What is "steadfast love?"   Covenant love!


Love that springs from a prior commitment and results in action!
[5] Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.


At the Red Sea—Israel cried to the LORD . . .


In Gethsemane—Jesus cried to the LORD . . .


On the cross—Jesus cried to the LORD and he set him free.

[6] With the LORD on my side I do not fear. What can man do to me?  


Pharaoh—Moses did not fear the mightiest man in the world


The high priests—conspired against Jesus, but the LORD was on his side.


Pilate—represented the mighty Roman empire, but Jesus did not fear.



What could man do against him!

[7] The LORD is on my side to help me; || I shall look in triumph on those who hate me.  


This is what happened at the Red Sea


While on earth—this expresses Jesus' confidence, his faith in God


From heaven—it is a prophecy of the last judgement

[8] It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to put confidence in man.  

[9] It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to put confidence in princes.  


than to trust in Pharaoh


than to make a deal with Pilate

[10] All nations surrounded me; || in the name of the LORD I defeated them!  [cf. LXX]


e.g., Egypt, the nations on way to promised land


All those surrounding the cross
Romans, Jews, passers-by

x[11] They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; in the name of the LORD I defeated them!  

x[12] They surrounded me like bees, they blazed like a fire of thorns; in the name of the LORD I defeated them!  

[13] I was hard pressed, so that I was failing, but the LORD helped me.


God sent Moses:  "Let my people go."


"My God, my God . . ."
God raised Jesus from the dead!
[14] The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.


A line from the Song of Moses --Israel was saved at the Red Sea!

Christ speaks from heaven.



He has risen.  



Now he says this prayer in heaven that he learned as a boy on earth.
[15] Hark, glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: || "The right hand of the LORD has struck with power,  


Songs in the tents at the Red Sea


Songs of Christians:  "Worthy is the Lamb . . ."

[16] the right hand of the LORD is exalted, || the right hand of the LORD has struck with power!"


Destroyed their oppressors


Raised Jesus from the dead  

[17] I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD.  


For Jews: Israel Did not die at Red Sea. (see Passover Haggadah)


For Christians: these are the words of  Jesus in heaven.

[18] The LORD has chastened me sorely, but he has not given me over to death. 


400 years of slavery
Israel was chastened sorely by this slavery

the cross.

Jesus was chastened sorely on the cross
[19] Open to me the gates of righteousness, || that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD.


Gates of Jerusalem


Christ enters the gates of heaven.

[20] This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it.


One day we will share his victory.

[21] I thank you that you have  answered me and hast become my salvation.


Israel after Egypt's defeat


Christ gives thanks to his Father.

[22] The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.


Israel--thought good enough only for slavery


Jesus was rejected by the religious leaders.


Jesus was condemned by the politicians.


God has vindicated him.  

[23] This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.


We express our admiration for God's greatest miracle.

[24] This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.


The day of freedom.  400 years of slavery was over!

This is the day of Easter.


This is the day God raised  Jesus from the dead!
x[25] Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!  O LORD, we beseech you, give us success!

[26] Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! || We bless you from the house of the LORD.


The People of Israel welcomed David in the name of the  Lord.

They thanked God in the Temple built by Solomon

In the name of the Lord, we welcome Jesus  who comes to us in his word!

In the name of the Lord, we welcome Jesus who comes to us in his sacraments.


In the name of the Lord, we welcome the Lord Jesus who will come in glory!

[27] The LORD is God, and he has given us light.


"Your Torah is a light to my eyes."


We are not those who walk in darkness.
God has given us Christ, the light of the world.

[28] You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  || You are my God, I will extol you.  


Words of Israel at Red Sea.


Words of Christ as he entered heaven.

[29] O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; || for his steadfast love endures for ever!


God never forsakes his people Israel


Even death could not conquer God's love for Jesus.


Even death will not conquer God's love for each one of us.


We give thanks to the Lord



we offer Eucharist 



for his love endures forever.

4. Echo the Tradition Again: Questions, Comments, Observations
5. X Proclaims the Psalm from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8
1. X Proclaims the Second Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
There are two choices: 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; Colossians 3:1-4.
I chose 1 Corinthians because it is probably more ancient.  Probably written in A.D. 56 or 57.

Approximately 60% of scholars think Colossians was not written by Paul, but by one of his disciples.

Colossians is commonly dated between A.D. 80-90.

Paul’s Main Point: The Ethical Implications of the Resurrection
Background: Unleavened Bread

Passover story
The decision of Pharaoh to release the people was so sudden, they had no time to leaven their bread.
Jewish custom
To this day, Jews remove all leavened products from their homes during this feast.
Proverb: A little yeast leavens all the dough
American equivalent: One rotten apple spoils the whole barrel

Why did Paul choose this example?  Collins: Probably Passover was near.

A significant number of the Corinthian congregation must have been Jewish

Background: The Situation at Corinth

Incestuous union:  A man is having relations with his father’s woman 


current stepmother?


divorced stepmother?


widowed stepmother?


concubine?

All of these situations would have been equally abhorrent to both Jews & Gentiles

Misunderstanding of Paul’s teaching of “freedom from the Law”?

He would not be the last preacher to be surprised at how he was heard!

Punishment: Expulsion

Paul’s Concern is not primarily to get the individual sinner to repent -- Unlike 1 Timothy 1:20
His main concern is for the purity of the Corinthian community!

Paul does not consider sexual misconduct to be a private matter. For him as for other nt authors everything that Christians do, including their sexual behavior, affects the entire community. His concern for the unsullied purity of the community is graphically expressed in the metaphor of the Passover ritual . . . 

This is as much a challenge to our American individualism as it was for the Corinthians of Paul’s day.

Pauline Ethics: Indicative > Imperative

Paul tells Christians who they are first.  This is the basis of how they are to act.

God has made the Corinthians holy (1:2).  Jesus Christ is the source of their life (1:30)

God’s action in Christ as ethical implications.
Paul’s Main Point:  Ethical Implications of the Resurrection

Christians are a community under the authority of the risen Lord Jesus.

4. Echo the Tradition Again: Questions, Comments, Observations
5. X Proclaims the Second Reading from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?
John 20:1-9
1. Jim Owen Proclaims the Gospel, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
No discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Mary Magdalene
Beloved Disciple
Parallel Scenes with Peter

Empty Tomb

Mary’s response -- confusion
The body has been stolen.

None of the disciples expected Jesus to rise from the dead!

Revealing Angel(s)

“That might be true.  But will it preach?

BD as revealer!

4. Echo the Tradition Again: Questions, Comments, Observations
5. X Proclaims the Gospel from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   

� My main resources are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984);  Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year B (Liturgical Press, 1999).


� 1 Corinthians 15:45. Paul is the only NT author who has seen the risen Lord: “Am I not an apostle?  Have I not seen the Lord?”  (1 Cor 9:1).  It is, of course, possible that other eyewitnesses to the risen Lord wrote about their experience.  However, if that happened, none of their writings have survived. Contemporary critical scholarship, Catholic and Protestant, does not think it likely that the Gospels of Matthew and John were written by eyewitnesses.  This is why Paul’s early testimony, written decades before the Gospels were written, is so important.


� Scholarly note: Matthew did not write until the 80’s, several decades after the Council of Jerusalem.  However, much of Matthew is based on “oral tradition.”  So one cannot rule out the possibility that this saying was known.


� Verses on which I choose not to comment are marked with an "x."
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� Ibid., 600.
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