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Acts 2:1-11. 

1. Mike Bradley Proclaims the First Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
The Feast of Weeks is the Jewish name for the feast of Pentecost. It falls 7 weeks after Passover.
Originally these were harvest festivals, with Passover marking the beginning of the harvest and Pentecost the end.

Both of these feasts became “historicized.”  

Passover was connected to the Exodus; Pentecost to the Giving of the Law at Sinai.

Christian example: Christmas.


People had been celebrating the winter solstice since the Stone Age


Nobody knows the date of the birth of Jesus; the Church “historicized” the feast of the Unconquered Sun.

Pilgrimage Feast

Pentecost was one of the three pilgrimage feasts -- along with Passover and Tabernacles.

This explains why thee were many visitors in Jerusalem.

They Were All Gathered

In chapter 1, after naming the Eleven, Luke continues

All these with one accord devoted themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers and sisters.  15 And in those days, after he stood up in the midst of the brothers and sisters -- the group of people was about a hundred and twenty (Acts 1:14-15)

After this, Luke tells the story of the death of Judas and the selection of Matthias, his replacement.
Chapter 2 begins the Pentecost story by saying “they all” were gathered. 

Luke is not crystal clear who “they all” were.

Catholic art and piety has always portrayed Mary and the Twelve.

It is entirely possible that the group was much larger, with all 120 present.

Luke gives no indication that this was limited to the Twelve or was a “stag party” with guys only!

Think of the poor artist who has to draw 120 people!

But don’t let that artist’s difficulty limit your vision of how many people Luke wanted to portray!
“Filled with the Holy Spirit”
Luke: Not Thinking of Blessed Trinity

What the Greek literally says is “they were all filled with holy Spirit.” There is no the in the Greek!

I capitalize “Spirit” to denote that it is God’s Spirit.  INTHEORIGINALALLLETTERSWERECAPITALS.
Luke is not saying that their human souls became holy!

Luke is imagining various OT stories as background:

The help-when-you-need-it spirit that inspired Samson


The creative spirit of Genesis


The life-giving spirit in Ezekiel’s vision of the dead bones (one of the Vigil readings)


Joel’s spirit that inspires sons & daughters to prophesy (another Vigil reading)

All these stories would -- in another century or two -- result in belief in the Holy Spirit, Third Person of the Trinity.

But we are not there yet!  And we misunderstand Luke if we put our later understanding into his mind.

There Two Levels to the story of “Speaking in Tongues.”
1) Glossolalia  =  unintelligible speech

new tongues,  Mark 16:17.
Found in OT: The story about Saul joining the “sons of the prophets” is probably about ecstatic speech.

Paul, distinguishes between the gift of  “prophesy” which is intelligible speech, 


and the gift of  “tongues” which is unintelligible. 1 Cor 14:18-19

I thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all;  19 nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind, in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue.  (1 Cor 14:18-19, RSV)
Analogies to Glossolalia
The Buddhist “ooooohmmmmm.”  The Catholic Rosary.

When we say the rosary, we are not thinking about the words of the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary, etc.


We are thinking about the various “Mysteries!”

The idea is that if you get your mouth in gear, it will free your mind from distractions.

This is my understanding of how glossolalia 

2) Miraculous Translation  =  speech simultaneously intelligible in many different language
This is Luke’s transformation of the earlier story. 
It dramatizes his theology of the Gospel being proclaimed to all creation, beginning from Jerusalem

Tower of Babel  (Genesis 11:1-9)
This is another one of the 4 OT readings for the Vigil of Pentecost.

Human sin results in division -- symbolized by the division of languages.

Luke’s narrative is essentially the “undoing of Babel” by the Spirit of God.

4. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
5. X Proclaims the First Reading from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   

Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34
Response:  Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.
1. Pat Davis Proclaims the Psalm, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
God’s Majesty

God is “Clothed with Glory & Honor.”  The psalmist sees the “Glory of the Lord”

The “Glory” of the Lord is a literary device to protect the majesty of God 


-- a way to keep God from being portrayed as too human

My favorite example is Ezekiel.  He does not see the “Glory” of the Lord.

He sees the image of the likeness of the Glory of the Lord!

This creation psalm is in this tradition.
God’s Creative Spirit (rather than, e.g.,  spirit of prophecy) is the main emphasis of this particular psalm
Creation ≠ Making Something Out of Nothing in biblical thought

Rather, creation involves making order out of chaos.

As for where the “original chaos” came from -- biblical authors -- and other ancients -- did not worry about that

In biblical thought

Creation & Eschatology

The psalmist is probably thinking of the annual renewal of nature every Spring.

He does not see this as the result of impersonal “natural laws.”  Every Spring is a miracle-gift of God!

Christians can re-interpret the psalm to refer to

. . . the eschatological renewal of creation, a renewal of which the Church is the first fruits.”

4. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
5. X Proclaims the Psalm from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 OR Galatians 5:16-25
1. Pat Davis Proclaims the Second Reading, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
1 Corinthians.  “No one can say “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”
Literally: No one can say “Lord Jesus” except by holy Spirit.
As with Luke, if we want to understand what Paul meant, we cannot think in terms of  Trinity.
Recall:  “The Lord is the Spirit.”  And “The Second Adam [Christ] became a life-giving Spirit.”

Paul’s Historical Problem

Many Corinthians were over-valuing glossolalia -- making it the sine qua non of being Christian


If you do not “speak in tongues” you are not a real believer.

Paul counters that glossolalia is one of many gifts.  

These gifts are for building up the body of Christ -- i.e., they are for the common good.
And EVERY Christian has the Spirit, whether or not they speak in tongues.

Everyone on says “Lord Jesus” has just as much Spirit as those who speak in tongues.
In these days when we take our faith for granted, I have another emphasis.

We are often astonished that many intelligent people do not believe in Jesus.

We forget that nobody can believe in Jesus unless God works a miracle in their life.

Perhaps it was a sudden miracle -- Perhaps it was a gradual change.

None of us would be studying the Bible today if God had not worked a miracle in our lives!
Galatians Contrasts “Spirt” and “Flesh.”
This is often understood as two parts of the human being

1) the physical, bodily part, with emphasis on sexual desires


2) the human soul, with its capacity to reason, appreciate truth & beauty, etc.

“Flesh” is the total human being, unredeemed and rebelling against God.

“Spirit” is God’s life-giving power.

Fuller’s Remark 
It is most important to note that the “flesh” is not our lower nature (so, erroneously, the NEB), but our unredeemed, self-centered ego.  “Flesh” includes the mind as well as the body; and the sins of the mind, such as pride, are as serious as sensuality.  Equally “Spirit” should be capitalized, for it means, not some innate “higher” nature than humanity, but the Holy Spirit of God, released through the Christ-event and made over to the believers in baptism.

Paul’s Historical Problem

After Paul had left Galatia, other Christians arrived with another Gospel.
They claimed Paul had only given them “the basics.”

If they wanted to be “full Christians” they had to first accept the Jewish religion.

The males had to become circumcised.

Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? (Gal. 3:3 RSV)
16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. (Gal. 5:16 RSV)
Here Paul is making a word-play!  He is making fun of the teaching of his opponents.

The “desire of the flesh” is the desire to have a circumcised penis!

17 Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. (Gal. 6:17 RSV)
Paul considers the scars from the beatings he has received as an Apostle to be more important than his circumcision.

4. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
5. X Proclaims the Second Reading from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   
John 20:19-23  OR John 15:26-27; 16:12-15
1. Jim Owen Proclaims the Gospel, NAB. All write down words, phrases, images which “resonate.”
2. Echo Back a Response
Participants share words and images which struck the heart and mind and imagination as they listened.  
There is no discussion, no questions except for clarification.

3. Echo The Tradition (Fr. Pat’s Presentation)
Spirit as breath of Risen Christ

Contrast with Luke’s images: violent wind, tongues of fire.
Do not overly-objectify ANY image!

Mark Searle: Doctrine is always at least two steps removed from reality!

Experience  >  Story    >   Doctrine
If we want to “understand” a doctrine, we do not begin by analyzing the words that express the doctrine


Blessed Trinity,  Incarnation,  Transubstantiation,  Hypostatic Union, Virginal Conception, Original Sin, etc.
We work backwards:  Doctrine >  Story / Stories    >   Experience
Forgiveness of Sins entrusted to Disciples: “Forgiveness of sins is baptismal language” (Fuller)
Farewell Discourse: John 15-16
A noteworthy figure knows he is about to die and therefore gathers his disciples to deliver last words. His disciples react with grief or dismay, requiring some kind of reassurance from the teacher.  The teacher’s words include a prediction of the future . . . 

Much of the “prediction” is delivered with 20-20 hindsight; it has already occurred by the time the writing takes place.

Biblical Examples of the Literary Genre of “Farewell Discourse”
Jacob’s Testament
Genesis 49

Moses
Deuteronomy

David  
1 Kings 2 (my favorite!)  Saint & Godfather
Declare to you the things that are coming
Gentile believers!
Who could have imagined this?
Bishops!
Who would have imagined them? Why couldn’t the 12 take care of the Church until Jesus returned!
Christian priests!
Decades after Resurrection “priests” referred only to Jews & pagans

The world is not going to end soon!
The earliest Christians expected to live until the second coming!
Popes over a world-wide organization!
Paul’s goal: believers in major Mediterranean cities by 2nd coming!
Jesus: “consubstantial” with the Father!
The Blessed Trinity!
No biblical writer OT or NT believed in the Trinity
Are we done with God’s Surprises?
Or are they all in the past
Human Life begins at conception!
Aquinas: no human soul until 40 / 80 days after conception

The earth moves!
Many of God’s “surprises” do not originate in the Church!

Slavery is not God’s will!
Will there be any other “surprises” in moral theology?

The Role of women in the Church
Who could imagine how it might change?

Forgiveness of Sins:  Remarks on Confession

Early Church:  Baptism forgives your sins.  If you sin after Baptism, you have ONE second chance.

One of the Popes about the year 500 chastised the Bishops of Italy for baptizing “young people”


He meant people in their teens or in their twenties.

About the year 600, Irish monks began allowing people to receive absolution more than once in a lifetime.

For 400 years the bishops condemned the monks for violating the ancient tradition of the Church 


-- they were guilty of violating tradition, but the laity loved it!  Eventually it caught on.

By the time of Thomas Aquinas (13th century) repeated confession was considered “normal.”

As late as the 1700’s when spiritual writers spoke of “frequent” confession, they meant yearly.

After Jansenism -- heresy: everything is a mortal sin -- infected the Church, people began confessing more frequently.

We had monthly and even weekly confession.  I remember it from the 1950’s.

Many consider this period to be “normal.”  I think we were “confession crazy” back then.

We are getting back to “normal” now!
4. Questions, Comments, Observations: Echo the Tradition Again
5. X Proclaims the Gospel from a Second Translation
6. Participants Name the Good News: for the original listeners; for the present-day hearer.

7.  Name the Challenge. Participants share the challenges of the text for the first hearers.  
How does the text challenge the experience and understanding of the present day listener?  
What is the pain and bondage and brokenness in the human situation touched by this text?   

� My main resources are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984);  Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year B (Liturgical Press, 1999).


� The next reference refers to “the Spirit.”  This is called a “resumptive pronoun,” i.e., the Sprit just mentioned.


� Reading III, Ezekiel 37:1-14


� Reading IV, Joel 3:1-5


� 1 Sam 10:10-11.


� This is an over-simplification.  It is true for the Jewish Bible & the Protestant OT, but there is a passage in one of the last books to be added to the Bible accepted by Catholics & Orthodox, namely 2 Maccabees 7:28.


� Fuller, Preaching, 96.


� Fuller, Preaching, 281.


� Catherine Cory, Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers of the Word: 2021 Year B.  U.S. Edition (Liturgy Training Publications) p. 200.





