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First Reading. Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

Finding Job

In most Bibles, if you open them in the middle, you are in Psalms, or close to it.

Job comes right before Psalms.

We rarely read from the book of Job on Sundays: today’s passage and 38:1, 8-11.

Reaction against Deuteronomistic Theology

Deuteronomistic theology is found in the book of Deuteronomy -- no surprise there!

It is also found in: Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Samuel, and 1-2 Kings -- called “The Deuteronomistic History” by scholars.

In a nutshell, Deuteronomistic theology teaches


1) God rewards good behavior and punishes evil behavior.


2) This life is the only life there is.  All rewards & punishments are in this life.


3)  If somebody has been really good, and God has not finished blessing them -- he blesses their children.


4)  If somebody has been really bad, and God has not finished punishing them -- he punishes their children.

Like the Deuteronomist, Job has no hope of a future life. He disagrees that God rewards good and punishes evil.

Overview of Job
Anyone who speaks of “the patience of Job” has never read the book.


Even a Catholic who never misses Sunday Mass will hear fewer than 20 verses from it.

There is a prose introduction (Job 1-2) and a prose conclusion (most of  chapter  42 -- Job 42:7-17, to be precise).

In the prose story Job I patient in chapters 1-2, and he is rewarded in chapter 42.

But in chapters 3-41, all Job does is gripe!  Life stinks!  He wishes he had never been born!  God is not fair!
The Structure of the Poetic Section

There are 3 Cycles of Speeches.
  Here is the first cycle:

1)  Job makes a complaint to his 3 pious (Deuteronomistic) friends
Job 3

2)  Eliphaz friend speaks
Job 4-5

3)  Job replies to Eliphaz
Job 6-7

4)  Bildad speaks
Job 8


5)  Job replies to Bildad
Job 9-10


6)  Zophar speaks
Job 11


7)  Job replies to Zophar
Job 12-14
At the end of the cycles, God speaks. 

Job 38-41

Job responds to God
Job 42:1-6


Today’s passage is part of the first cycle of speeches, specifically part of Job’s reply to Eliphaz.
Quick Look at the Hebrew

What Is in Job 7:5?

I am always curious about these verse that some official thought not worth mentioning.

Sometimes I chose to preach on them, and, like Paul Harvey, I tell “the rest of the story.”

My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome (KJV).

My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt; my skin hardens, then breaks out afresh (RSV).

My flesh is clothed with worms and scabs; my skin cracks and festers (NABRE);

My body is clothed with worms and dirty scabs; my skin is broken and festering (NET).

As well, my body is defiled with the rot of worms, and I dissolve, scraping away lumps of dirt with the pus. (NETS - translation of Greek OT)
My flesh is clothed with rottenness and the filth of dust, my skin is withered and drawn together (Douay - Translation of Jerome’s Latin Vulgate).
Why was this reading chosen to go with today’s Gospel?

Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Response: Praise the Lord, who heals the brokenhearted. 
Psalm of Praise
After the Rebuilding of Jerusalem

Quick Read through Hebrew

Why Chosen for Today?
Some Tension with the First Reading! (to which it has been placed liturgically as a “response).
A “Protestant myth” is that all the biblical writers agree with each other.

Job claims that life is harsh and God is not fair.

The psalm asserts that life is at times hard, but God comforts us.

Second Reading. 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23
Semi-continuous Reading of Paul

A “continuous” reading of a Pauline letter would be to start at the beginning, and read every passage.

Here is what we have done in the last few weeks:
Liturgical Day
Text

2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20


3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 Cor 7:29-31


4th Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 Cor 7:32-35


5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23

It is obvious that we have omitted the first 29 verses of chapter 7, all of chapter 8, and the first 15 verses of chapter 9.

This is what makes our reading semi-continuous.
Independent of the Gospel of the Day!

In Ordinary Time, there is no planned connection of the second reading with the Gospel of the day.
Some preachers and choir directors make themselves crazy trying to figure out a single “theme” for the day.


There isn’t one!

If there is a connection between the second reading and the other readings, it is simply a happy coincidence.

Nobody planned it!

On Sundays of Ordinary Time, the preacher thus has two main choices:

1) Preach on the Gospel & the First Reading + Psalm


2) Preach on Paul 

Most preachers make the choice based on how they perceive the pastoral needs of their congregation.
Background Information

One of Paul’s undisputed letters.

He is writing in the year A.D. 56 or 57, probably from Ephesus, across the sea in modern western Turkey

He writes to a church composed of Jews & Gentiles.

Paul converted them to “Christianity,” probably in 50/51-52.

Paul has received troubling information about factions and divisions in the Church.
This is not the first letter Paul has written.  In 1 Cor 5:9 he mentions a previous letter that has not survived.


Interesting inspiration question:  Did Paul “feel” any different writing that letter?  I don’t think so!

Chapter 9 is a defense of Paul’s status as an Apostle

Other Christian preachers have followed Paul.  Unlike Paul, they demand pay for their preaching.

They claim that Paul did not demand pay because his preaching was not worth anything!

What Is in 1 Cor 9:20-21?
For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!  17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.  18 What then is my reward? Just this: that in my preaching I may make the gospel free of charge, not making full use of my right in the gospel. 


19 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more.  20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law I became as one under the law -- though not being myself under the law -- that I might win those under the law.  21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law -- not being without law toward God but under the law of Christ -- that I might win those outside the law.  22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.  23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  (RSV)
Gospel. Mark 1:29-39
General Liturgical Context. We are in Year B
In Year A we read mainly from Matthew; in year B, mainly from Mark; in year C, mainly from Luke.

We read from John every year during Easter Time.

Since Mark is the shortest Gospel, we also “supplement” Mark by readings from John.


This summer we will read chapter 6 of John, the Bread of Life Discourse.

We began Year B on the First Sunday of Advent

The first passages we read from Mark were from chapter 13, about the second advent (coming) of Christ.
Unlike Matthew & Luke, Mark has no Infancy Narrative, no story about the birth of Jesus.

Like John, Mark begins the story of Jesus with the relationship of the adult Jesus to John the Baptist.

Proximate Liturgical Context.
Liturgical Day
Text
Topic
Baptism of the Lord

Mark 1:7-11
The Baptism of Jesus

2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
John 1:35-42
John’s Testimony to Jesus; the first disciples
3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Mark 1:14-20
Jesus preaches; calls first disciples

4th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Mark 1:21-28
Jesus preaches; exorcises demon in Capernaum synagogue
5th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Mark 1:29-30
Healing of Simon’s mother-in-law


Summary: healings & exorcisms



After praying, Jesus departs to preach elsewhere

29, leaving the Synagogue.  

In Mark’s context, this occurs on the Sabbath (1:21) in the synagogue in Capernaum

It picks up where last Sunday’s story left off.
30, Simon’s mother-in-law.

Like most women in the Gospel, she is anonymous.  We never learn her name.

If we had only Mark, we might wonder if Simon were a widower.  However Paul helps out:

Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? (1 Cor. 9:5 RSV)

Simon’s wife is never even mentioned in any of the Gospel stories.
This is a reminder of the very fragmentary nature of our information about the early Jesus movement.
31, She was waiting upon them  (diēkonei)

There were women deacon’s in the early Church.  E.g., Paul mentions Phoebe in Romans 16:1.
Many of Mark’s readers would have seen their role foreshadowed in the story of Simon’s mother-in-law
32, “After sunset.”   The Sabbath is now over.  It is now Sunday, but the Jewish way of reckoning days.
The people are free to carry their sick around.

32, Those possessed by demons

In the ancient world sickness was often ascribed to 

Does one have to believe in ancient medicine to be a “true Christian?”  I don’t think so!


People also used to believe the planets moved because various spirits moved them.

What is the modern equivalent?

34, He did not allow the demons to speak, for they knew him
35, Jesus Prays  Mark portrays Jesus as the subject of the verb “to pray” (proseuchomai) 5 times
Mark portrays Jesus praying in 6:46 -- after the feeding of 5,000; before walking on the sea

Jesus prays in Gethsemane (14:32, 35, 39)
� My main resources for this course are: Reginal H. Fuller, Preaching the Lectionary: The Word of God for the Church Today (Liturgical Press, 1984);  Dianne Bergant, with Richard Fragomeni, Preaching the New Lectionary: Year B (Liturgical Press, 1999).


� This is from the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year B.  Those who attend daily Mass get a wider selection, especially in Year II (years that end in even digits).


� Belief in resurrection of the dead appears in Israel less than 200 years before Jesus.  Only 1 book in the Jewish Bible / Protestant OT, clearly teaches resurrection of the dead: Daniel.  The Catholic / Orthodox Bible has two additional books that hope for life after death: 2 Maccabees and Wisdom.  What about Job 19:25?  “I know that my vindicator lives.” Consider this note from the NABRE: The meaning of this passage is obscure because the original text has been poorly preserved and the ancient versions do not agree among themselves. Job asserts three times that he shall see a future vindicator (Hebrew goel), but he leaves the time and manner of this vindication undefined. The Vulgate translation [cf. the old Douay-Rheims English version] has Job indicating a belief in resurrection after death, but the Hebrew and the other ancient versions are less specific. 





� This is an oversimplification.  Sometimes the speaker we expect does not appear. Scholars wonder if the manuscript has become corrupt, or if the author was deliberately varying his pattern.


� This is an oversimplification.  Job 32-37 consists of speeches by a guy named Elihu, who claims he has been there all along, but he has not yet spoken because he was respecting his elders.  They have done a lousy job of defending Deuteronomistic Theology, so he pipes up.  Some scholars think Elihu does a better job than the other 3, and that the these chapters are by the original author.  Other scholars think Elihu is nothing but a blowhard, and this is a later addition by some scribe who wanted to put his two-cents worth in.  I’m a NT specialist, so take this with a grain of salt, but I’m in the second camp!


� This is true of Ordinary Time.  There are two other kinds of Catholic time: 1) Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Time and 2) Lent-Easter Time.  In these seasons, a common them is often found among all of the scriptures.


� Raymond E. Brown, Introduction to the New Testament (Doubleday, 1997; now published by Yale) 512.


� Ibid. A minority of scholars date this conversion to A.D. 42-43.


� As a scripture scholar, I am not thrilled by this.  I fear that it promotes a “harmonizing” mentality.


� Unlike Mark, John prefaces this ministry account with a poetic hymn to the pre-existent Word of God. 


� The Baptism of the Lord is the First Sunday of Ordinary Time.





